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********************************************** 
MAYOR WOODWARD SIGNS EXECUTIVE ORDER 
TO ASSIST RESTAURANTS & RETAIL RECOVERY 

Action paves way for more outside seating and use of sidewalks for retail 
********************************************** 

Mayor Nadine Woodward signed an Executive Order, adopting the City of Spokane’s Restaurant 
and Retail Recovery Plan that today was approved by City Council. The Mayor’s plan paves the 
way for local restaurants and retail shops to gain access to sidewalks, on-street parking stalls, and 
parking lots to expand dining and retail sales areas to meet social distancing requirements. 
 
“We have to be innovative to support healthy businesses, customers, and the community as we 
slowly and safely reopen our region,” says Mayor Nadine Woodward. “Expanding dining 
capacity outside of restaurants is a creative way to meet physical distancing requirements that 
reduce illness but support needed robust business activity. It’s how we support the governor’s 
restart plan, but keep our businesses viable.” 
 
The Plan provides temporary flexibility to the Spokane Municipal Code and details the waived or 
suspended requirements for using City-owned public right of way for private activity. The Mayor 
acted swiftly to make the changes so businesses could maximize their business capacity while 
still following much-needed guidance to slow the spread of COVID-19. Businesses can apply 
starting now to get the needed permits for these activities. 
 
Here’s a look at the City code sections that are affected as part of the Mayor’s action:  
 

• Sidewalk Cafe permit requirements – SMC Chapter 10.28;  
• Streatery and Parklet permit requirements – SMC Chapter 10.55; 
• Special Event permit requirements – SMC Chapter 10.39; 
• Parking regulations and requirements – SMC Chapter 17C.230; 

 
-more- 

https://my.spokanecity.org/smc/?Chapter=10.28
https://my.spokanecity.org/smc/?Chapter=10.55
https://my.spokanecity.org/smc/?Chapter=10.39
https://my.spokanecity.org/smc/?Chapter=17C.230


Executive Order 
Page 2 
 
These changes reduce time and fees for City businesses to maximize business capacity while 
maintaining required operating safety measures. Limitations on building capacity and seating 
established during the phases of the Safe Start Washington plan still apply. Businesses must also 
comply with other guidance associated with each of the phases as conditions of operation.  
 
The City of Spokane will be working with businesses to identify areas that may be appropriate 
for full or partial road closures. Businesses interested in using the public right of way for dining 
or retail can call 3-1-1 to get connected with City staff who can help them navigate the process. 
 
About the City of Spokane 
The City of Spokane, home to more than 220,000 people, is located in the heart of the Inland 
Northwest.  Our 2,000 employees strive to deliver efficient and effective services that facilitate 
economic opportunity and enhance the quality of life for all our citizens. For more information, 
visit www.spokanecity.org and follow us @spokanecity on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.   
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