
 

Nov. 18, 2020 

 

 

 

Honorable Governor Jay Inslee; 

I am writing to formally request that you reconsider, on the basis of scientific data and best practices, 
the requirement to shut down indoor dining in the state that becomes effective today, Wednesday, Nov. 
18.  

At the outset of the pandemic, when we had little understanding of COVID and how it spread, the state 
shut down. While it was devastating, the Washington Hospitality Association, representing the largest 
private employer in the state, fully supported the decision.  It was the right decision based on the 
information we had at the time.  

For exactly the same criteria, we strongly urge you to reconsider the decision to shut restaurants down 
yet again. As you likely saw, President-elect Joe Biden’s coronavirus advisory board co-chair Vitek 
Murthy says severe lockdowns such as this are a “blunt axe” that lead to weakened compliance, and 
lead to “very little public health gain.” He is strongly advocating for effective public policy measures that 
address causes and improve outcomes in a targeted manner.  

In terms of science, there is no ambiguity: Restaurants in Washington are not a significant source of the 
spread of COVID. This is true because we have among the most restrictive regulations in the country to 
keep our customers and team members safe. Data collected by county public health offices in Clark, 
Pierce, and Walla Walla counties over a two-month period demonstrate that less than one half of one 
percent of COVID cases were connected to restaurants. Social gatherings, on the other hand, were 
responsible for 1,200 percent more cases during that same time period.  

If you find cause to doubt that scientifically collected data from public health offices in our state, you 
can simply overlay the total COVID case counts to a calendar and find that, for each holiday that is 
associated with social gatherings, there is a corresponding increase in cases for a two-week period 
following the holiday. There is no corresponding jump in sales among hospitality establishments that 
would account for those cases.  

We understand that it is easier to regulate restaurants than it is to regulate house parties. Or, as you 
noted, we can’t send the sheriff to someone’s dinner party. This is precisely why restaurants are safe: 
They can be effectively regulated. We worked with your Administration to put in place some of the most 
complete requirements on restaurants to ensure the safety of our employees and customers.  
Compliance checks have shown that well over 95 percent of our operators and patrons are following 
public health guidelines, and we are working actively to bring that number to 100 percent compliance. 
We have made it clear to members that we do not support any establishment that flouts the law.  



On the other hand, activities that have been tied to large outbreaks are untouched under your most 
recent announcement. For instance, fraternity and sorority parties have caused hundreds of confirmed 
cases, and yet there is no guidance to impact these settings.  

As an industry, hospitality employees 342,000 hard-working Washingtonians in an average year. This 
year, our industry has been decimated. In April 2020, our industry had lost 191,000 jobs almost 
overnight. To put that into perspective, at the height of the Great Recession, we had lost 15,000 jobs.  

This most recent announcement will mean 100,000 families or more will lose their income right before 
the holidays. All for a “hope” that, despite social gatherings over Thanksgiving, that isn’t borne out in 
relevant scientific data.   

We were encouraged to hear that $50 million in emergency grant assistance in federal CARES Act dollars 
would go toward affected industries like hospitality. This emergency assistance is important for our 
industry, yet to put into perspective, it is also significantly less than we would pay to the state in sales 
tax alone in a typical month. Then we learned on Monday in a meeting with your office that the $50 
million in grant funding has since evolved in $30 million in loan funding, and only $20 million in 
emergency grant relief. This represents a missed opportunity to provide real relief for businesses 
hanging by a thread. Hospitality operators cannot afford to pay not only for the impacts of the shut-
down order but also for the proposed remedy to those impacts.  

I urge you both to reconsider your decision and to support robust emergency relief for our industry.  

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Julia Gorton 
Director of State Government Affairs  
Washington Hospitality Association 
 


